THE CAVE OF SAHAUR

The sides of the gaping hole are of bright red clay and show
signs of having, at one time, been bricked or stone-lined.
A pebble dropped into it took approximately two seconds
to reach the dry bottom. It may therefore be assumed to
be a hundred feet deep. The Qara attributed it to Minguwi,
most famous of their mediaeval rulers, as they do every old
relic, and to me also, Ghaur Fazl was the work of man's
hands. Scattered around it, indeed throughout these foot-
hills, were beehive-shaped mounds the height of a camel.
They are not archaeological remains, as Bent suggests, but
ant-heaps1 - in the language of the mountains, izdirit.

A mile beyond, within the entrance to the Nihaz valley
and on the west side of it, was the famous cave of Sahaur,
a black, gaping hole two hundred and fifty feet above,
amidst a de^e forest of trees. Thither I had climbed with
Sahail, a Bait Qutuni, and grandson of that Sahail with
whom the Bents came to see this cave, though they did not
enter. Its mouth proved to be a yawning alcove a hundred
feet wide and some forty feet to its roof of stumpy weathered
stalactites whence rock pigeons fluttered at our approach.
Legend has it thztjinns share a dark existence here with
snakes and scorpions, but when I pointed to a tiny low
hole on the left side of the caverned mouth which alone
gave entrance to the interior and asked for volunteers, my
party of five men, y/flfl-believers to a man, said that they
were ready. So we cheerfully said tawakkul al Allah and
one by one slithered feet foremost into the dark sloping
hole. It was so small that we could enter only lying flat,
but a wriggle of ten feet brought us into a large inner
chamber of irregular shape with comfortable head room,
and utterly dark. My torch showed its formation to be a
1 Ant-hills are sidr in Shahari, the ants themselves i%dirit.